Bella Backgrounder:

Isabel Moss knew she might lose her husband went he went off to war. When the call came, she was almost ready. What stopped her cold was the second call…

The story:

A striking widow intent on proving the military lied about her husband’s death lures a Washington journalist into the investigation. Working together, they discover the power of temptation, the futility of revenge, and the consequences of yielding to either.
The author: 

Steve Piacente is deputy communications director at the U.S. General Services Administration. He joined GSA in 2002 after a 25-year career in print journalism. A native New Yorker, Steve was D.C. Correspondent for two Southern newspapers, the Charleston (S.C.) Post and Courier, and, before that, The Tampa (Fla.) Tribune. Previously, he worked at the Lakeland (Fla.) Ledger, and the Naples (Fla.) Daily News. Steve graduated from American University’s School of Communication in 1976, and in 2000 earned a Masters in Fiction from Johns Hopkins University. He has taught in SOC – in classrooms he once took classes in – for more than a decade.

Self-publishing: 

Bypassing tradition, Steve has self-published Bella, and is using social media and a unique marketing plan to promote his story of an aspiring pro athlete who loses his sister on 9-11, joins the military, and dies under mysterious circumstances in Afghanistan. The Bella website www.getbella.com features a movie-style video trailer, illustrated excerpts, an interactive U.S. map with reader comments and photos, and a blog Steve is writing about the self-publishing process, titled “Back Story.”  His Amazon author page is here. 
While technology has made it possible to go this route, it also means the Bella team is depending on friends, colleagues and professional networks to help get the word out. The team is also reaching out to book clubs across the nation, donating copies to libraries around the country, and pitching the story to various news outlets, both from a marketing angle and / or for a traditional book review. 
Visit Bella on the Web: www.getbella.com  Friend Us on Facebook: http://on.fb.me/bellaFB
Follow Our Tweets: http://twitter.com/wordsprof  Watch us on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/getbella
Read the Reviews on Amazon: http://amzn.to/catchingon    
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